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Vechta, April 2020

Successful German Renewable Energy Law turns 20 Years old
Biogas Pioneer WELTEC BIOPOWER Plays Key Role in Success Story
The introduction of the German Renewable Energies Act (EEG) on 1 April 2000 marked the start of the expansion
of renewable energies in Germany. The law postulates two fundamental principles: Firstly, in the grid, power from
regenerative sources is given priority over conventional power. Secondly, the feed-in tariffs determined by the
legislator for the supply of renewable energies establishes investment security for the market actors.
The developments of the past 20 years confirm the success of the EEG: Since the law went into force, the share of
renewable energies in the gross power consumption in Germany has continually increased, from 6.2 percent in 2000 to
42.1 percent in 2019. Accordingly, 244 billion kWh are generated from solar energy, wind, water and biomass. Bioenergy
accounts for 11 percent of this figure. In the field of heat generation, renewable energies account for a share of 39
percent, some 34 percent of which are based on bioenergy.
„In Germany, regenerative energies are the power source Number One, and the whole world has come to view the
EEG as an effective instrument for the systematic, publicly approved expansion“, underlines Jens Albartus, Director of
the German biogas plan manufacturer WELTEC BIOPOWER. He goes on: „Moreover, the law and its adaptations to new
market conditions have constantly brought about new technologies that have become an indispensable element of
many profitable energy plants.“
Innovation, in particular, is the driver of the global expansion of renewable energies, in which German companies play
a key role. Since it was founded back in 2001, WELTEC advanced from a pioneer in the biogas industry to a key actor
in the energy reform. With its sustainable technologies and basic values, the biogas specialist is successful around
the globe and makes an important contribution to environmental protection. For instance, the company‘s success is
evident from its exports, which are above the industry average: Over the years, the company has planned and set up
more than 300 plants in 25 countries on five continents. Moreover, WELTEC has invested more than €100 million in its
own biogas plants throughout Germany.
„To perpetuate the success story and secure jobs in this industry, we must now increasingly turn our attention to the
existing anaerobic digestion plants in Germany and urgently find smart follow-up solutions, especially for those whose
20-year EEG subsidisation will end in the coming years“, says Jens Albartus. The effort is surely worth it, as biogas does
not depend on wind and sunshine and therefore constitutes a key pillar in the renewable energy mix. „Moreover,
biomethane – i.e. refined biogas – serves as an important, carbon-neutral and sustainable fuel in the traffic reform“,
explains Jens Albartus and adds: „To engage in research that culminates in innovations that also benefit the development
of international projects, we need a strong German market.“
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Statement of WELTEC Director Jens Albartus
Moreover, the law and its adaptations to new market conditions have
constantly brought about new technologies that have become an
indispensable element of many profitable energy plants.
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Company Portrait
WELTEC BIOPOWER GmbH is one of the world‘s leading enterprises in the field of stainless-steel biogas
plant construction. The company has planned, developed and built anaerobic digestion plants since 2001.
Today, the medium-sized company has about 80 employees at the headquarters in Vechta, Germany, and
has established more than 300 energy plants in 25 countries worldwide. The global distribution and service
network spans six continents. The range of customers includes businesses from the agriculture, food, waste
and wastewater industries.
The strength of WELTEC BIOPOWER lies in custom-tailored design and technically mature solutions for
projects up to 10 megawatt capacity. In this context, the high proportion of internally developed components
is a key success factor. The company also owes its leading edge to the use of stainless steel. This enables
the input of a diverse range of feedstocks, a fast and economic assembly and a consistently high quality
standard ‒ regardless of the location.
After a biogas plant goes live, WELTEC BIOPOWER offers additional support through its experienced mechanical and biological service team. 24/7 availability contribute significantly to the efficiency of the plant.
Nordmethan, a subsidiary company of WELTEC BIOPOWER, addresses another business area: The operation
of biomethane plants and the provision of heat through energy contracting. In this way, the WELTEC Group
covers the entire value chain of energy generation with biogas and biomethane – from the plant construction
to the plant operation.
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